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OFF TO A FLYING START

British Airways launched ‘Flying Start’ its new global charity partnership with Comic Relief today (June 30) which aims to raise up to £8 million by 2013 for vulnerable and disadvantaged children in the UK and around the world.

An aircraft with ‘Flying Start’ emblazoned on its fuselage was unveiled to mark the beginning of this exciting fund-raising venture.

Actors Bill Nighy and Nick Frost flew to Kenya to visit some projects that Comic Relief supports. They visited KICOSHEP - a community self-help project supporting orphaned children affected by HIV and AIDS, Pendekezo Letu - an organisation that assists street children escape poverty, and Pamoja Trust - which helps poor urban slum dwellers in Kenya.

Bill Nighy said: “Meeting some of the most impoverished and vulnerable children in the world has been a humbling experience. Yet, despite the adversity these children face, optimism and hope is strong. Just seeing how Comic Relief has already made a difference has been incredibly inspiring and with the support from Flying Start, we can enrich the lives of even more children.”

Comic Relief is a UK wide charity, which aims to create a just world, free from poverty. It launched in 1985 and is perhaps best known for two major fundraising campaigns that take place in alternate years – Red Nose Day and Sport Relief.  Thanks to the incredible generosity of the British public, Comic Relief has raised over £620million to help change lives. 

Willie Walsh, British Airways’ chief executive, said: “Our partnership with Comic Relief will bring new help and support to underprivileged children in the UK and around the world through funds we raise in the air, on the ground and online.  We have a great tradition of giving and, with our customers and our people, we will raise much needed funds.”

Kevin Cahill, chief executive of Comic Relief said: “We’re delighted to have been chosen as a long term partner of British Airways, which offers us the chance to reach out to staff and customers worldwide, all year round. Working with BA will help us stay connected to our beneficiaries across the world and will help us raise crucial funds to increase the numbers of individuals and countries we are able to support.” 

Flying Start will strengthen the airline’s long tradition of support for disadvantaged people and communities around the world. The airline has a long-standing history in corporate responsibility and supports over 80 community and conservation charities worldwide.

Last year the airline gave over £5 million to charitable causes, through customer and other donations. 

British Airways and Comic Relief believe that every child deserves a happy and secure childhood and that’s why every penny, cent or Euro raised through the programme will go to help turn children’s lives around.

For more information on Flying Start and British Airways corporate responsibility programme or to make a donation, please visit; ba.com/communityrelations

Footage from the Kenya trip, including commentary from Bill and Nick can be viewed at British Airways’ official YouTube page - youtube.com/FlyBritishAirways
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Notes to editors:

· Comic Relief is a registered charity 326568 (England/Wales); SC039730 (Scotland).   

· Comic Relief is a UK wide charity, which aims to create a just world, free from poverty. The money raised by Comic Relief is spent at home in the UK, across Africa and throughout the world’s poorest countries to help people, families and whole communities stand on their own two feet. For extra information about Comic Relief and the work it carries out, please visit comicrelief.com.

· British Airways has a long-standing corporate responsibility programme, which has supported responsible air travel since 1984. ‘One Destination’ is our vision to ensure we lead the industry in how we fly, what we fly and what we buy, across the environment, community, marketplace and workplace

· BA’s numerous other charitable activities include work with: the Quicken Trust which is transforming a rural village in Uganda, the Railway Children which works to support children living on railway platforms across Africa and Asia, Hope for Children which promotes and advances children’s rights and the Thai Children’s Trust helping vulnerable and disadvantaged children in Thailand.

· Earlier this year British Airways flew a search and rescue team and two relief flights loaded with aid to Haiti to help relieve the suffering of those who survived the disastrous earthquake.

For press enquires or images, please contact:

· British Airways: Sophia Antoniades - Sophia.antoniades@ba.com, or the BA press office on 0208 738 5100

· Comic Relief: Jemma Pike - j.pike@comicrelief.com 0207 840 2519/07738 754 340

�








